
Imbolc (pronounced Im’olk) was one of the cornerstones of the Celtic 
calendar and later known as Candlemas in the Christian year.  As 
the new farming season started and winter stores of food were get-
ting low it was a time, as the earth slowly came to life, to celebrate 
the light with the longer days returning. Such celebrations involved 
the lighting of fires to honour the increasing power of the sun, the 
making and lighting of candles, planting and in the glow of the fires 
the telling of stories, the playing of music and the reading of poetry. 
 
At Bignor we have put together a really special evening to celebrate.  
A group of old friends will be gathering together under the guiding 
hand of David Arscott to give us a packed evening with tales of old 
Sussex, folk songs, humour, chosen poetry and prose and who knows 
what else. 
 
David is probably best known for his work with the BBC as a pro-
ducer and presenter where he collected together sound clips of Sus-
sex country folk talking about the old ways. He is an accomplished 
author and publisher of books on Sussex.  You will hear some of 
those many sound clips with David’s inimitable style of presentation. 
 
Bob Lomas is a classic Sussex countryman whose humour and dry 
wit is so Sussex that it will be a pleasure to listen to a Sussex brogue 
that these days can be a little difficult to come across.  Once Bob gets 
going it may be difficult to stop him! 
 
To do that we have Mak Norman a musician and jig-doll puppeteer 
with a deep love of Sussex, passionate in his quest to keep the coun-
ties old traditions well and truly alive, teaming up with fellow singer 
and accordionist Noel Dumbrell, a true Sussex farmer. 
 
Jill Arscott and others will be reading some of the classic stories, the 
prose and the poetry of this beloved county. 
 
Old Sussex was tough.   It may seem romantic now but folk were 
strong and resilient, they made their own entertainment and on the 
31st in the warmth of Bignor Church we are putting on an evening of 
undoubted delight that will capture the magic of those bygone and 
uncluttered days.  Candlelight will be featured – naturally! 
 
 
 
 
 

www.bignorchurch.org 

. 
 

 

All proceeds go towards the upkeep of Bignor Church 
(Bignor is 6 miles from Petworth, Pulborough and Arundel, and  signposted 

from the A29/A285) 

Tickets: £ 10 
Doors: 6.45 pm  

Info & Tickets:  01798 869454   

IMBOLC 
A Sussex celebration at Candlemas 

Voices and music of old Sussex 
 

A cornucopia of delight with celebrity 
broadcaster and author  

David Arscott, countryman Bob Lomas, 
Sussex folk singers Mak Norman and Noel 

Dumbrell, Jill Arscott and other guests 

7.30pm Saturday 31st January  
Bignor Church 
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